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Harrington was to seize some pretext for leaving the Court
so that O'Brien could make the speech.
The officials of the Court and counsel were well protected
at the adjournment by military and the police ; however,
another Nationalist member of Parliament, little Dr.
Tanner, who seemed, as often, to be under the influence of
violent emotion, and who had kept on saying during the
hearing, " That fellow Carson is a real scoundrel," got
access to Carson and shook his fist in his face. " You are a
mean, ruffianly coward," he said, " and I'll take care that
before you leave Mitchelstown your head and both your
legs will be smashed."
At the sitting of the Court, Carson saw Tanner sitting
just below him in Court, very neat and dapper ; he referred
to the fact that a Nationalist M.P., under the guise of a
gentleman, was in Court, who had violently threatened
him, at which Dr. Tanner was observed shamefacedly to
slink out of Court.
O'Brien, deprived of Mr. Tim Harrington's valuable
legal assistance, now conducted his own defence, which was
an eloquent, but quite irrelevant, defence of the Nationalist
cause. The magistrates could do nothing to stop him, and
he concluded with the statement that no public-spirited
magistrate ought to condemn him for hasty words uttered
when his blood was boiling, and that the question the Court
ought really to decide was whether or no a great wrong was
not being done to the tenants whom he had addressed. " I
will be very proud," he said, " to suffer something for a
people proved worthy of suffering. I appeal to the great
jury of English public opinion, confident that they will
reverse the decree now passed upon me."
It is fair to record that the speech reads amazingly well
to-day in the old print of the Freeman's Journal, and its effect
on the crowded Court, packed again on the second day with
his friends and sympathisers, must have been great. But, as
he knew himself, his eloquence was of no avail for the imme-
diate issue, and he and his fellow-prisoner were sentenced to
three months' imprisonment. Bail was, however, allowed,
and a number of ingenious expedients were applied by way